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at least some of their accusers are motivated
by partisan animus. That is the way it is in
politics; that is the way it was for Richard
Nixon. Partisanship is relevant only when it
is corrupting—when the prosecutors are run-
ning not a fair investigation but a railroad
job. Is that the case here?

First, to the accusation that Starr is, as
Hillary Rodman Clinton has said, ‘‘scratch-
ing for dirt . . . doing everything possible to
try to make some accusation against my
husband.’’ It is true that Starr repeatedly
has expanded his investigation from his
original task of probing the Whitewater land
deal. But these expansions—into the death of
Vincent Foster, travelgate, the Lewinsky
matter and other areas—were undertaken at
the request of, and with the approval of,
Clinton’s own attorney general, Janet Reno,
who decided in each case that there was
enough ‘‘serious and credible evidence’’ of
wrongdoing to mandate investigation.

Was Reno right? Did these accusations
merit investigation, or do they represent, as
the Clinton defense argues, the criminaliza-
tion of the ordinary business of politics and
the ordinary affairs of life?

Here is the essence of the allegations: that
a small group of politically connected Ar-
kansans, including the governor of the state
and his wife, abused power and privilege to
conspire in a series of thefts that ultimately
caused the failure of a savings and loan at a
cost to taxpayers of $58 million; that, facing
exposure, these political insiders engaged in
a long campaign of obstruction of justice,
perjury and intimidation of witnesses; that
this behavior is part of a pattern of abuse of
power and that it extends to other areas: for
instance, in the president’s sexual exploi-
tation of women who worked for him.

Perhaps these allegations are false. Per-
haps the officials of the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corp. were wrong when they testi-
fied that a legal document drafted by Hillary
Clinton and Webster Hubbell in 1986 was used
‘‘to deceive regulators’’ about the financing
of the Castle Grande real estate develop-
ment, a project that the federal insurance in-
vestigators have called ‘‘a sham’’ intended as
a vehicle for the insiders’ fraud scheme. Per-
haps Mrs. Clinton did not commit perjury
when she testified under oath that she did
not remember doing any legal work on the
Castle Grande matter.

Perhaps there is nothing criminal in the
fact that friends, aides and political bene-
factors of the president worked to funnel
$600,000 in make-work ‘‘consulting fees’’ to
Hubbell after he resigned in disgrace from
the Justice Department and while he was ne-
gotiating a plea bargain with Starr, a bar-
gain which Starr’s prosecutors believe he
reneged upon. Perhaps the $600,000 was not
hush money to the sole witness who could,
perhaps personally implicate Mrs. Clinton
for involvement in a fraud and for perjury.

And perhaps the president did not have sex
in the workplace with a young female em-
ployee and perhaps he did not lie under oath
about this, nor encourage others to lie, nor
otherwise seek to obstruct justice. And per-
haps he did not abuse his position of privi-
lege to make crude sexual advance to a
woman seeking employment, and perhaps he
or his agents did not encourage this woman
and others to lie about this.

Perhaps the truth will exonerate Clinton.
But until then, is it really liberalism’s posi-
tion that the truth isn’t worth finding out?
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Mr. KLINK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge the New Castle High School Men’s
Basketball team for their victorious 1997–98
season. Under the leadership of Head Coach
John Sananderea, the Red Hurricanes ad-
vanced down a record-breaking path to the
state championship title game.

This season has been unforgettable for the
team itself as well as the Western Pennsyl-
vania Interscholastic Athletic League. Setting
four records in the Class AAAA division, the
Red Hurricanes are the first team to reach the
30-win plateau finishing with a record of 30–
2. They are the first team to win back-to-back
WPIAL Class AAAA championships and the
second to advance to the PIAA title game. In
addition, Coach Sananderea was named
WPIAL coach of the Year.

The 1998 Red Hurricanes team have their
mark in the WPIAL record books, as well as
the New Castle community. The team’s talent
and respect for the game inspired the commu-
nity, renewing a sense of spirit, unity, and
pride in New Castle.

It is with great pride and honor that I urge
my colleagues to rise and honor the New Cas-
tle Red Hurricanes. Their success has made
their school, community, and the entire Fourth
Congressional District proud.
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I
am privileged to have the opportunity to honor
two outstanding constituents, Rabbi David
Edelman and wife, Lillian Edelman.

Their 48 years of devotion to the Jewish
community is an inspiration to us all and re-
minds us of our responsibilities to serve one
another. As leaders in education, community
outreach, and religious stewardship, both
Rabbi and Mrs. Edelman incorporate in their
work the fullness of their Judaic faith so as to
enhance the quality of Jewish life in the Great-
er Springfield area and elsewhere.

At Yeshiva Academy in Longmeadow, MA,
Rabbi and Mrs. Edelman have laid the founda-
tion for one of the finest Jewish educational in-
stitutions in our nation. Having been involved
in the establishment of Yeshiva from its begin-
nings, the Edelmans continue to be central fig-
ures at this thriving Academy that they so duti-
fully helped create. Both Rabbi and Lillian
Edelman have collaborated in sharing admin-
istrative duties at Yeshiva while making their
own unique contributions as well.

Rabbi Edelman has been active in strength-
ening the Academy’s commitment to commu-
nity service through his involvement in out-

reach programs, adult education, and after
school activities. Equally notable are Mrs.
Edelman’s efforts in founding a sisterhood at
Yeshiva which became the Parent-Teacher
Association and as innovator, designing the
concept of the Auction to support the school’s
fundraising initiatives.

In extending their ministry beyond Yeshiva,
Rabbi and Mrs. Edelman have been able to
enrich the quality of Jewish life for a host of
citizens outside of their immediate community
who reside in other areas of Massachusetts
and Connecticut. Rabbi Edelman has shared
his knowledge of the Judaic tradition with stu-
dents of Chassidic philosophy at the University
of Massachusetts and in classes at the Jewish
Nursing Home. As visiting clergy at Baystate
Medical Center and spiritual leader at both
Knesser Israel and Beis Medrash Lubavitch,
Rabbi has been similarly generous in spread-
ing the teachings of Judaism. Lillian
Edelman’s activism and memberships include
the Hebrew Free Loan Association, the
Mizrachi, and the Kesser Israel sisterhood.

Just as they have spread Judaic values
within the community, so too have Rabbi and
Mrs. Edelman instilled the spirit of this religion
in their home. Perhaps the greatest reflection
of any couple and surely the Edelmans is their
remarkable achievement in raising eight fine
children. In their sons and daughters, Rabbi
and Mrs. Edelman have laid the roots of their
legacy of service and commitment to the Jew-
ish tradition. Together this family manifests
through their vocations and good works a
deep understanding of Jewish morality and
generosity.

Indeed two individuals who have made
every facet of their lives work within the foun-
dation of Judaism in a spirit of communal de-
votion, I am proud to honor Rabbi and Mrs.
David Edelman on 48 years of service to the
Jewish community.
f
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today I rise

to pay tribute to the residents of the Borough
of Palmerton as they celebrate their 100th An-
niversary.

The history of Palmerton is a rich one. What
is now Palmerton Borough was first settled by
Europeans in the 1740’s who were attracted to
the area by its abundant natural resources—
coal, paint ore, iron oxide, and zinc. Indeed,
zinc mining was the main industry in the Bor-
ough for many years. Although Palmerton did
not legally become a Borough until October
14, 1912, Palmerton’s unofficial birthday was
on July 3, 1898 when, following the formation
of the Palmer Land Company by Stephen S.
Palmer, the President of the New Jersey Zinc
Company, the town plan initiative was signed.

In 1900, the people of Palmerton saw the
completion of the sewer system and the intro-
duction of telephone services and electricity to
some homes. By 1907, Palmerton was home
to more than 2000 people. The Palmerton
Post Office, fire company, town park, Dela-
ware Elementary School, Hospital, railroad
passenger station, local Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica chapter, and the Neighborhood House all
emerged in the surrounding years.
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The region continued to grow as 110 bun-

galow-type houses and another 125 homes
were completed in 1913. In 1920, Palmerton
was already home to a Red Cross Detach-
ment, two banks, a four-year high school, and
several churches. The Stephen S. Palmer
Junior-Senior High School was opened in April
1925 for grades 7 through 12. The Palmerton
Community Chest was formed and the first
automatic telephones in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania were installed.

Although the coal and zinc mines that origi-
nally fueled the Borough’s growth have long
since closed, the 5400 residents of Palmerton
Borough continue to thrive as they move to-
ward the new millennium. Two major initiatives
will help prepare the Borough for the 21st
Century: the flood-control project at the
Aquashicola Creek and the Brownfields initia-
tive at Horsehead Industries’ West Plant pro-
moted by State Representative Keith McCall,
county and borough officials, the local Cham-
ber of Commerce, and myself.

Since my election to Congress in 1984, I
have spent a great deal of time in Palmerton
but one visit last year is especially prominent
in my mind. The event was a re-dedication of
the town swimming pool, which had been ren-
ovated after 50 years of use. I have been to
many events like this one over my career, but
I was struck by the optimism of the crowd. It
seemed like the entire town had come out to
note how they were committed to looking after
the future needs of their community. It brought
home to me the community spirit that is at the
heart of Palmerton.

Mr. Speaker, I am extremely proud to con-
gratulate Palmerton on its Centennial Anniver-
sary. Knowing that Palmerton’s best days are
ahead of it, I send my sincere best wishes for
continued growth and prosperity.
f
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Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a remarkable young woman
from Indianapolis, Indiana. I am proud to an-
nounce that Ms. Gretchen Sneegas, a sixth
grader at New Augusta Middle School, will be
honored today (April 30, 1998) as this year’s
Midwest Regional Youth Advocate of the Year
by the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids. Ms.
Sneegas is one of six individual youth activists
and one teen tobacco-control group to be hon-
ored by the CAMPAIGN in 1998.

The Youth Advocates of the Year Awards,
now in their third year, were created to en-
courage tobacco control activism and leader-
ship among the nation’s youth.

Ms. Sneegas was nominated by Susan
Chitwood, Community Development Director
of the Indianapolis division of the American
Cancer Society, for her dedication to tobacco
control efforts from the state house to the
school house. An aggressive advocate for
change, Gretchen pushed for a state ban on
cigarette vending machines, even going so far
as to provide state lawmakers with photo-

graphic evidence of how easy it is for kids to
buy cigarettes in this way. She has also
learned how to reach out to her peers and
motivate other young people to get involved in
this fight. When Indiana’s State Legislature
overrode the Governor’s veto of a bill that pre-
vented local governments from restricting the
sale of tobacco products, she mobilized young
people from all across Indiana to stage a pro-
test at the State Capitol.

The Youth Advocates of the Year Awards
recognize that kids are not just part of the
problem—they can be a powerful part of the
solution.

This award is presented during the same
week of Surgeon General David Satcher’s
timely report on Tobacco Use Among U.S. Ra-
cial/Ethnic Minority Groups. This report under-
scores the urgent need for comprehensive leg-
islation to reduce youth smoking. According to
this report, smoking rates among minority
groups, particularly teens, are on the rise. In
Indiana alone, 37.8 percent of High School
kids currently smoke cigarettes, and 13.9 per-
cent of High School kids use smokeless to-
bacco. The Center for Disease Control
projects—of these Indiana teenagers who
smoke—140,645 kids currently under the age
of 18 will die prematurely from tobacco-related
disease.

I thank the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids
for selecting Ms. Sneegas. Smoking is the
leading cause of preventable death in the
U.S.—I applaud the CAMPAIGN for its dedica-
tion to providing opportunities encouraging
youth to get involved in tobacco control activi-
ties in their communities and at the state and
national levels.

I am very pleased to have this opportunity
to acknowledge and honor inspiring young in-
dividuals like Ms. Sneegas who have worked
hard to keep America’s kids tobacco-free.
They are youth leaders who actively take a
stand for and with other kids demanding to-
bacco-free lives and healthier futures—and
they make a difference!
f
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
draw attention to an article that appeared in
my home town newspaper, the Daily News
Journal, on Sunday April 26, 1998, concerning
the future of our nation’s transportation sys-
tem.

Mr. Kevin Backwell, Vice President, AAA
Auto Club of the South, which has over
157,000 members in west and central Ten-
nessee, makes a strong case for the need to
invest in our country’s infrastructure.

This bill is especially important to the future
of Middle Tennessee, because of the rapid
growth we have experienced over the past
decade. As one of the fastest growing regions
in the country, this bill invests in the future of
Middle Tennessee by looking toward new, in-
novative transportation systems, such as the
Middle Tennessee Commuter Rail.

This bill represents a strong commitment to
the economic future and the quality of life of
Middle Tennessee.

[From the Daily News Journal]
MAINTAINING HIGHWAYS IMPORTANT FOR

NATION

To the editor,
The good news coming out of Washington

in recent weeks is that Congress is finally
addressing the concerns of America’s motor-
ists with the reauthorization of the Inter-
modal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act
(ISTEA), and is prepared to make significant
investments in the nation’s transportation
infrastructure.

However, it would seem that critics of this
legislation have forgotten what it’s like to
drive on our nation’s highways and bridges;
to sit in long lines of congested traffic; dodge
potholes; or to watch in frustration as the
nation’s economic backbone crumbles from a
failure to properly maintain the system. Due
to years of chronic underinvestment, accord-
ing to federal government reports, one-third
of all major roads in the United States are in
‘‘poor or mediocre condition’’ and a fourth of
the 570,000 bridges in the country are either
‘‘structurally deficient or functionally obso-
lete.’’

ISTEA does not propose to pave over
America. The great need—and primary goal
of both the House and Senate bills—is to re-
pair existing roads and bridges. Outmoded
and poorly maintained roads and bridges
cost lives and impair personal mobility.
They also negatively impact productivity
and economic activity. In a booming econ-
omy, there is no excuse to allow the contin-
ued deterioration of the very transportation
system that sustains economic growth!

When a corporation makes capital invest-
ments in outmoded plants and equipment, we
applaud its actions. Congress is now increas-
ing capital investments in our badly deterio-
rated transportation infrastructure, and
members who supported it are to be com-
mended.

At first glance, the size of the increased in-
vestments in transportation funding appear
large. We need to remember that they are
spread out over the next six years. It is also
important to remember that every penny
proposed for surface transportation invest-
ment comes from revenues collected from
motorists through the federal gasoline tax.
We pay taxes at the gasoline pump to main-
tain our roads and bridges. We are asking
that those tax dollars be invested as they
were intended—not buried away in a trust
fund to mask other federal spending prac-
tices.

As the conference committee negotiates
the final details of the bill to send to the
president, we urge our leaders to remain firm
in their resolve. Investing in transportation
is investing in America’s future. It is invest-
ing in safety. it is the right priority for the
21st century.

KEVIN W. BAKEWELL, APR
Vice President, Pub-

lic & Government
Relations, AAA
Auto Club South,
Tampa, Fla.
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SENSE OF CONGRESS ON 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF FOUNDING OF
MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL
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Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, almost sixty
years ago, the most tragic event of the 20th
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